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PORT LOUIS A-52. JUNE 23, 1978 

1 . THIS WEEK IT WAS THE TURN OF THE GOVERNMENT SIDE 

TO STAGE A NOISYWALKOUT FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

WHICH THEY DID TO PROTEST A RULING BY THEIR OWN 
DEPUTY SPEAKER, WHO SEEMED TO TAKE THE SIDE OF A 
MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT (MMM) DEPUTY WHO HAD 
ALLEGEDLY INSULTED THE LABOR MINISTER. THE PRESS 
REPORTED THAT PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM IS STILL 
NEGOTIATING WITH DISSIDENT MEMBERS OF HIS OWN PARTY 
TO OBTAIN THEIR SUPPORT FOR ALL ASPECTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSED BUDGET. HE ALSO IS FACED WITH 
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SOME DEFECTIONS FROM AMONG MEMBERS OF TH COALITION 
PARTNER, THE MAURITIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PMSD). 

2. THE MMM'S PAUL BERENGER, HIS PARTY'S SPOKESMAN 

ON ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL MATTERS, WAS THE OPPOSITION S 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT BUDGET 
PROPOSALS IN THE ASSEMBLY. THE THRUST OF THIS ATTACK 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WAS THAT THE BUDGET IS NOT "SOCIALIST" IN THAT IT 
CONTAINS NO PROPOSALS FOR DISMANTLING THE ESSENTIALLY 
CAPITALIST ECONOMIC STRUCTURES OF MAURITIUS. HE CALLED 
FOR NATIONALISATION OF KEY ECONOMIC SECTORS AND LESS 
"FAVORITISM" FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR. HE ASLO 
CLAIMED THAT THE ECONOMY IS IN MUCH WORSE SHAPE THAN 
ADMITTED BY FINANCE MINISTER RINGADOO. 

3. RENE'S INSTALLATION OF A SINGLE PARTY SYSTEM IN 
THE SEYCHELLES HAS CAUSED A GREAT DEAL OF COMMENT 
HERE. THE ANTI-MMM PRESS AND PMSD LEADER GAETAN 
DUVAL HAVE COMMENTED THAT IF THE MMM CAME TO POWER 
HERE IT WOULD FOLLOW 
A SIMILAR COURSE. BERENGER 

DENIED THIS, SAYING THAT THE MMM BELIEVES IN ACHIEVING 
POWER THROUGH ELECTIONS AND SUPPORTS A MULTI-PARTY 
SYSTEM. IN AN INTERVIEW DUVAL ADVOCATED A MUTUAL SECURITY 
PACT WITH FRANCE WHICH WOULD PERMIT FRANCE TO INTER- 
VENE TO PUT DOWN A FOREIGN SUPPORTED COUP HERE. 

HE IMPLIED THE MMM WAS PLANNING SUCH AN ATTEMPT. 

DUVAL ALSO CALLED FOR NEW GENERAL ELECTIONS, IN WHICH 
HE THINKS THE MMM COULD BE BEATEN BADLY. THE MMM 
IN TURN HAS CHARGED THAT THE PMSD IS TRYING TO 
DRAG THE LABOR PARTY TO THE RIGHT AND TO INSTITUTE 
A CAMPAIGN OF OUTRIGHT REPRESSION AGAINST THE MMM. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PORT L 00711 232136Z 

KE F, 

EY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SUMMARIES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PORTL0071 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780263-0967 
Format: TEL 
From: PORT LOUIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780625/aaaaavur.tel 

Line Count: 96 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4678a182-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 PORT LOUIS 685 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2226428 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAURITIUS WEEKLY REVIEW - JUNE 23, 1978- SUMMARY 
TAGS: PINT, PORS, EAIR, MARR, ECON, EFIN, MP, SE, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4678a182-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



